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GIANT OCTOPUS BLAMED FOR 

DEEP SEA FISHING DISRUPTIONS 

The Trilogy, which has been deploying crab and prawn traps to a depth of 2, 000 
fathoms off Bermuda. A large animal, presumed to be a giant octopus, has been 
holding traps down, which, in two instances, resulted in their total loss. 

Reports of "gi ant" octopuses 
abound in both the histori c a l  
l iterature and more modern-day 
accounts from different parts of 
the worl d. A gi ant octopus was 
once e ven d escri b e d  in a sc i en­
t i f i c journ a l , b as e d  on th e 
strand ing of a l arge org anic 
mass at St. Augustine , F l ori d a , 
in 1896. Mod ern ana l yses of 
th at t i ssue , w h i c h  h a d  b e e n 
preserve d in the U.S. Nation a l  
Museum , has indicated a probabl e  
octopus origin, although further 
ana l yses are sti l l  to be con­
ducted. 

Meanwh i l e ,  of f th e coast of 
Bermuda , in the northwest Atl an­
ti c Oc ean ,  a n ew drama has been 
unfo l d ing whi c h  a d ds another 
chapter to the mystery. The 
pr i n c i p a l  f i gu r e  i n  the n e w  
events i s  John P. "Sean" Ingham , 
a Bermudan d eep- s e a  fisherm an , 
and owner of Pathfinder Fisher­
ies. Mr. I ngham has b e en con-

ducting what may be the deepest 
crab and shri mp f ishing opera­
tion in existenc e ,  by l owering 
sp e c i a l l y  d e s i gn e d  traps to 
between 1,000 and 2 ,000 fathoms. 

Dur i n g  h i s  198 4 wor k ,  h e  
brought up very l arge crab and 
shri m p  spe c i m e ns ,  wh i c h  h e  
thought m ay represent new spe­
c i es ,  and wh i c h  Bermud an of f i ­
c i a l s  fe e l  coul d become a new 
and i mportant natura l resourc e 
f or the isl and. The skinny red 
shrimp we ighed about 7 ounc es 
a n d  w e r e  a l m ost 1 f oot i n  
l e ngth. T h e  c r a b s  m e a su r e d  
about 2 f e et across , f rom c l aw 
to c l aw. Tom Steeter, of the 
B e rm u d an B i o l ogi c a l  Station , 
stated that the existenc e of 
such l arge crabs had b e en sus­
pected because of previous, sus­
p i c i ous sonar tracks, but this 
was the f irst signi f i c ant evi­
d enc e ,  and h e  specul ated on the 
existenc e of even mpch l ar ger 
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ones . 

J a mes Burnett-Herkes, Assis­
tant Director of the Bermud an 
Fisheries Department, communi­
cated t h e  a b ove f i n d i ngs to 
Warren F. Rathjen , Deputy Chief 
of the Services Division of the 
U. S .  N ati onal M arine Fisheries 
Service ( N M F S ) ,  in Gloucester , 
Massachusetts, who related them 
to Raymond B. Manning, a curator 
of crustacea at the Smithsonian 
Institution's National Museum of 
Natural History in W ashington , 
D.C. Dr. Manning , who was very 
i nterested i n  M r .  I ng h a m's 
finds,  com municated d i r ectly 
with him ,  and then met with him 
during a visit he and C. Willard 
Hart--another crustacea curator 
( and an I SC member)--made to 
Bermuda in October, 1984. 

Dr. Rathjen also informed 
Bennie A. Rohr, a fishery biolo­
g i st w i t h  N M F S 's S outheast 
Fisheries Center at Pascagoula , 
Mississippi , and Mr. Ingham and 
Dr. Rohr then communicated dir­
ectly , first by telephone , and 
then by correspondence. M r .  
Ingham relayed extensive infor­
m ation on his operations , and 
the events surround ing them , 
includ ing the interference of 
wh at is presumed to have been a 
gi ant octopus. Dr. Rohr is a 
specialist on the biology, dis­
tribution, anti abundance of deep 
sea crabs. Based on unclear 
photos, his preliminary identi­
f i c a t i on of the org a n i s m s  
brought u p  b y  Mr. Ingham were a 
scarlet prawn (Ples i o p en a eus 
e d w a r d s i anus) , a G e r yon sp.  
crab,  and a caridean shrimp that 
might be of the genera Hetero­
carpus or Acanthephyra. 

The following is a recon­
struction of the events , based 
on written com munications be­
tween Mr. Ingham and Dr. Rohr , 
and subsequent communications 
between Mr. Ingham and the Edi­
tor . 

Mr. Ingham has been operating 
his 5 0 -foot boat , the Trilogy, 
i n  spec i ally t a r geted a r e a s  
a bout 3 0  m iles off the west 

coast of Bermud a .  O n  or about 
August 2 9 ,  19 8 4 , while fishing 
at 4 8 0  to 5 0 0  fathoms , he lost 
an 8 ft. x 8 ft. x 4 . 5  ft. rein­
forced , 14-gauge wire arrow fish 
t r a p , a f t e r  " c o n s i d era ble 
strain" on the hyd r aulic winch 
system , containing approximately 
5 , 0 0 0  lb. ( 2 2 . 5  lb./cu. ft. )  of 
Geryon crabs. Before the loss , 
the trap,  wh ich had rested on 
the bottom for 5 d ays , was held 
b r i efly at the surf ace , a n d  
parts of prawns and shrimp were 
o b served f a ll i ng out of the 
trap. Mr.  Ingh a m  believes the 
trap first filled with large 
prawns , whi ch attracted large 
predator crabs, some weighing 10 
to 15 lb. The question is, what 
d i d  the cra b s  then a ttra ct , 
which had the strength to actu­
ally break the line? 

On or about September 3 ,  1984 
another trap ,  6 ft. x 6 ft. x 3 
ft. , was lost a bout halfway up 
when the l i ne broke und e r  a 
strain of 6 0 0  lb.  The trap was 
being raised from 5 0 0  fathoms , 
despite a "tremendous weight." 
At about 300 fathoms, Mr. Ingham 
reported , "the winch was pulled 
backward s ,  causing the rope to 
jump out--and it sped out of the 
boat at approxim ately 3 0  mph .  
Instinctively, I reached for the 
line (which was dangerous) , let 
the rope slip through my hands , 
and then gui ded the rope around 
the capstan head , around the 
sheave , whi le my partner kept 
the wash-down hose running water 
over the capstan head , stopping 
any fr iction. We managed to 
stop i t ,  eng a ged the w i nc h  
aga i n ,  and with this greater 
torque pulling power we brought 
the pot to a bout 2 5 0  fathom s ,  
when there w a s  a ser i es o f  
jerks , and the line parted ."  
This inci dent occur red about 1 
m i le from the site of the pre­
vious trap loss , lead ing to the 
supposition that the same--or a 
similar--animal was involved. 

I t  was Dr. Rohr who f i rst 
suggested that a gi ant octopus 
m i ght be involved , and he in­
formed Mr. Ingham about the 1896 
St. Augustine stranding, observ-
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John P. ''Sean" Ingham, owner of Path­
finder Fisheries. 

ing that " ••• octo pi [ sic ] are 
known to like crabs and shrimp." 
The hypothesis was that a giant 
octopus was taking advantage of 
the large accumulation of crabs 
a n d  shri m p  i n  M r .  I ng h a m 's 
traps , and was clinging on and 
holding the traps down until it 
was satiated. 

Pri or to these expensi ve 
losses--besi des the investment 
in ti me,  the traps cost thous­
ands of dollars to construct-­
M r .  I ngh a m  had noticed t r a p  
frames coming up damaged , and he 
originally thought that the dam­
age was caused by a tr ap being 
dragged along the bottom with a 
full load of cr abs. However ,  
the traps are reinforced with 
1/4 and 3/8-inch i ron rods, and 
are X-braced with dense, strong 
2-inch a})spice tree staves, 
which were later observed to be 
nicked and b roken , forcing M r .  
I ngha m  to conclude that some 
la rge m arine ani m al was in­
volved. The subsequent complete 
loss of the two traps supported 
this conclusion further .  Al­
though as a commercial fisherman 
Mr. Ingham is less concerned 
with the nature of the ani m al 
than with the destruction it was 
causing , he feels that a gi ant 
octopus is the most likely cause 
of his problem. 
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On Sep t em ber 19 , 198 4 ,  M r .  
Ingham wrote a lengthy report to 
Dr . Roh r ,  informing him of new 
deve l opmen ts. Three d ays p re­
viously, on Sep t em ber 16 , M r .  
I ngham h a d  managed t o  h a u l  a 
trap which had been deliberately 
made smal ler (3  ft. x 3 ft. x 18 
in.).  The fol l owing summarizes 
t he ch r o n o l ogy of even t s  a s  
rel ayed by Mr. Ingham. The t rap 
was set at 4 8 0  fa t homs , wi t h  a 
tot a l  of 8 0 0  fa t homs of po l y­
ethylene rope. The l ine was 
a t t ached to t he winch , which 
proceeded to haul . The boat was 
moved t o  a posi t ion d i rect l y  
over t he t r a p .  "We found , " M r .  
Ingham st a t ed , " t h a t  we cou l d  
not break t he pot [ t r a p ] clear 
from t he bot t om--something was 
ho l d i ng i t .  T he w i nch w a s  
s t a r t i ng t o  s t r a i n  wi t h  t he 
9/ 16 -inch rope t ha t  we were 
using , of a p p roxi m a te l y  4 , 5 0 0-
l b. breaking s t r ain."  

M r .  I ngha m's wr i t  t en repor t 
t o  Dr . Roh r  con t i n ues: "We 
found that we cou l d  not break 
t he pot free from t he bot t om ,  
and we decided not t o  force i t  
but  to keep t he t ension on t he 
rope d irect l y  a bove t he t r a p , 
and t ie i t  off in a c l ea t .  I 
wen t i n si d e  a n d  chec ked t he 
chromoscope [ a  type of sona r ] .  
I p u t  i t  on sp l i t  bot t om mode,  
and  cou l d  see a pyr a m i d  sha pe 
approximately 50 feet high. We 
decided from that moment to t ake 
a d iffe r e n t s t r a t egy o n  t he 
who l e  t hing , and , r a t her t han 
force t he t r a p  u p ,  we kep t  t en­
sion, and every 5 minutes or so, 
we wou l d  st ar t t he winch again 
and wou l d  manage t o  get 2 or 3 
fathoms each time, when i t  woul d  
go tight again, unt i l  final ly we 
cou l d  not get in  more rope. We 
fel t  t his was a st retch fact or, 
so we set t led down and wai t ed 
wh i l e  t he r o pe w a s  sn u b b e d  
tight . 

"Af t er abou t 2 0  minutes ,  I 
fel t t he boa t was moving , and I 
confi r med i t  from t he Lor an 
posi t ion t ha t  I had , and t he 
d i r ec t i o n  i n  w h i ch we we r e  
going , a t  a very s l ow speed of 
a p p r ox i m a t e l y 1 k n o t  t o  t he 

sou t h ,  p a r a l l e l  t o  t he 4 5 0  
curve. After about a third of a 
m i l e ,  t he l i ne st a r ted to show 
signs of moving t owa r ds t he 
she l f  inshore. We t u r ned t he 
wheel in t h a t  d i rect ion , and i t  
went for a short distance, st i l l  
m a i n t a i ni ng the t ension , and 
t hen a b r u p t l y  t urned t o  such an 
ex t en t  t ha t  I had to p u t  t he 
boa t  i n t o  reverse to get i t  t o  
come back t o  the west." 

Essential ly,  what Mr. Ingham 
was at tempt ing to do was to keep 
tension on t he l ine, so as to 
induce t he anim a l  invol ved to 
rel ease t he t r ap--desp i t e  i t s  
presu med d esire to consume t he 
valuable crabs within the t rap-­
but not to the point of severely 
damaging the t rap or the winch, 
o r  b r e a k i ng t he l i ne.  T h i s 
s t r a t egy h a d  t o  b e  one of 
p a t ience , b u t  whi l e  t hey were 
wai ting, the animal , tugging on 
t he o t her end-- presumably with 
enormous a r ms or ten t ac l es-­
began slowly towing the 50-foot 
boa t  a t  a bou t 1 knot . 

"Wh i l e  t his was hap pening,"  
Mr.  I ngham con t inued , " I  put  my 
hand down c l ose t o  t he rope a t  
w a t e r  l ev e l , a n d  cou l d  d i s­
t inct l y  feel t hu m ps l ike some­
t h i n g  w a s  w a l k i ng , a n d  t he 
vibrations were travel ing up the 
rope. After being maneuvered by 
this 'creature' in this pat tern , 
the rope suddenly came sl ack and 
t he t r a p  was released , and we 
had no p rob l em hau l ing i t  •••• 

We found t h a t  t he t r ap was just 
s l ight l y  ben t on one si de,  but  
t he top of t he t r ap ap peared 
pushed-in between the panels of 
wire, as if i t  had some pressure 
p u t  aga i ns t  i t . . . .  The st r ange 
p a r t  a bou t t his is t h a t  we have 
a prawn trap that is completely 
covered with a very smal l funnel 
t h a t  has been set from 3 0 0  t o  
4 2 5  fa t homs , and we have never 
had any problem with that ." 

M r .  I ngham conc l uded t h a t  
"there i s  no doubt that I have a 
'crea t ur e' t h a t  i s  t here , but  I 
bel ieve now that the problem is 
compounded by very l arge amounts 
of c r ab . . . .  I wou l d  wel come a 
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study by scient ists who wish to 
come down wi th their equipment 
to find out what this 'creat ure' 
is, possib ly--even with the time 
l apse t h a t  we h ave aft er snub­
bing t his 'creat ure' undernea t h  
the boat-- to lower some type of 
camera equipment to ident ify i t .  
I have gone t o  a l o t  o f  expense 
over t he research t ha t  I have 
done up u n t i l  now , and I wou l d  
feel that I woul d  have sat isfac­
t ion if my cur iosi t y  cou l d  a t  
l east b e  p u t  a t  rest by iden t i ­
fying i t ,  whatever i t  is." 

I S C V i c e P r es i d e n t R o y  
Mackal ,  a University of Chicago 
biochemist who has been involved 
i n  t he a n a l yses of t he S t .  
August ine's t issue , was fi rst 
informed of t hese developments 
by Dr . Rat hjen , an I SC member , 
and he , in t urn , a t t em p t ed to 
s t i m u l a t e  i n t erest on t he p a r t  
o f  t he N a t i on a l  Geog r a p h i c  
Societ y ,  wh ich had p reviousl y  
sup por ted some of Dr . M acka l's 
fieldwork. Nat ional Geographic, 
in fact , had a boa t in t he area , 
wi t h  deep sea v ideo equi p men t , 
and on board was shark biologist 
Eugen ie C l a r k  ( a  mem ber of t he 
E d i t or i a l  Boa r d  of Cryp t ozoo l ­
�). However ,  the video equip­
men t was l ost in an underwa ter 
m ish ap , and t he p roposed r a p i d  
dep l oymen t t o  t he area w a s  not 
possible.  

National Geographic officials 
have infor med Dr.  M ack a l  t h a t  
t hey wou l d  s t i l l  be i n terested 
in pursuing t h is projec t,  wi t h  
the aim of lowering a television 
camera wi t h  one of M r .  I ngham's 
t r a ps t o  ca p t ure t he a n i m a l  on 
v i d e o .  Howeve r , D r . M ac k a l 
fee l s  t h a t , to be successfu l ,  
such a p roject shou l d  have been 
conducted whi le the events were 
st i l l  occur r ing , and wai t i ng 
unt i l  1986 wi l l  probably be too 
l a te.  Thus, an oppor t un i t y  t o  
documen t such an a n i m a l  in  i t s  
own deep habi t a t  h a s  p roba b l y  
been l ost , p a r t icu l a r l y  a s  M�. 
Ingham , disenchanted by what he 
considers t o  be a gener a l  l ack 
of coope r a t i on on t he p a r t  of 
Ber mudan scien t ists and offi­
ci a l s ,  is moving his oper a t ion 
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Dr. DeWitt Webb standing next to the St. Augustine, Florida, carcass in early 1897, 
while it was being pulled to higher ground by a team of horses. 

t o  Beli z e ,  in t he Cari b bean-­
which is also t hough t to be t he 
haunt of giant octopuses. 

I n  a t elephone conversa t ion 
w i t h  t he E d i t or ,  M r .  I ngh a m  
stated that further "encounters" 
with the �resumed giant octopus 
had occurred in 19 8 5 ,  b u t  t he 
det ails were not a t  hand due to 
his prepara t ions for depart ing 
for Beli ze. He st a ted t h a t  he 
will cont inue experiment ing with 
his deep-sea fishing opera t ions 
off of Beli ze , using stronger 
traps and more powerful winches. 
S hould si m ilar events occur in 
t he fu t ure , he will not ify t he 
Society . 

What makes the experts prac­
t ically cer t a in t h a t  a gi ant 
oc t opus was involved in t hese 
inci dent s? Besides t he large 
5 0 -foo t pyra m i d -s h aped m ass 
t r acked on t he chrom oscope , 
t here is t he quest ion of env ir­
onment and behavior. The Editor 
consulted wi th marine biologist 
Forrest Wood , a long-t i me st u­
dent of t he gian t  oc topus prob­
lem .  Mr. Wood , who also had 
com munica ted wi t h  Mr.  Ingham , 
st a ted t h a t  he could not t hink 

of any ot her organism which 
inhabits sea bot toms which would 
have the strength and endurance 
t o  r e t a i n a t r a p  i n  t he w a y  
descri bed (gian t  squid , wh ich 
are known to z oology , are not 
bot tom dwellers). The arms of a 
giant oct opus would provi de an 
excellen t power grip on such a 
contraption, while feeding would 
proceed a t  leisure. The larger 
t he oc topus , t he more strengt h  
would b e  involved i n  hold ing a 
trap which is being raised. 

Mr. Wood , however , does not 
think that such animals grow to 
a ra d i al spread of up to 2 0 0  
feet , a s  h a s  been suggested.  A 
spread of 5 0  feet , over double 
that of the largest known octo­
pus species, seems more reason­
able t o  h i m , as large crust a­
ceans--wh ich would serve as a 
food source--are not known in 
t he areas supposedly frequented 
by gian t  oct opuses (see " In t er­
v i ew , "  N ewsle t t er ,  S pr i n g , 
19 8 3 ) .  Mr. Ingh am's d iscovery 
of large crabs and shri mp in 
exact ly t he same spot as a pre­
sumed gi ant octopus--in fac t , 
actually being consumed by it-­
m ay now perhaps allow one t o  
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revise the size estimate upward. 

I t  was Mr. Wood who, in 19 58,  
red iscovered the long-forgot ten 
S t .  August ine inciden t .  He had 
heard vague report s  of "giant 
scu t tles" ( "scu t t le" being t he 
local name for octopus) in 1950-
1 9 5 1 , when he w a s  t he first  
resident biologist at the Ameri­
can Museum of Nat ural History's 
Lerner M a rine L a b or a t ory in 
B i m ini.  Then , in 19 5 6 ,  when he 
was Cura t or of t he M arineland 
Research Laboratory , in Florida,  
Mr. Wood went to West End , Grand 
Bahama Island , to survey poten­
t i a l i c h t h yology collec t i on 
si t es. I t  was during h is work 
t h ere t h a t  he bec a m e  m ore 
acquainted with nat ive "scut tle" 
reports, many of which provided 
specific d a t es and locat ions. 
He was par t icularly i mpressed 
wi th informat ion provided by his 
g u i d e  Du ke , w h o  h a d  a lre a d y  
proved h i mself reli a ble i n  
locat ing specific areas where 
cert ain fish species were to be 
found . 

Another informant , the Island 
Commissioner, told of an encoun­
t er he had had as a boy when 
f i s h i ng wi t h  h i s fa t her off 
Andros I sland.  S ince t hen , Mr. 
Wood has wondered whet her t he 
Tongue of t h e Ocean , a d eep 
marine trench on t he east side 
of Andros Island , where a lot of 
ru bble has accumula t ed , m igh t 
not be an ideal habitat for such 
gi ant oc t opuses , which would 
surface very rarely and t h us 
avoid scient ific detection. 

This idea was later supported 
i n  1 9 6 7 ,  when Bruce W r i gh t , 
Director of t he Nort heastern 
Wildlife S tat ion, in New Bruns­
wick, Canada ,  publ ished an art i­
cle in t he A tlant ic Advoca t e  
( J une) , sugges t i ng t h a t  t he 
legen d ary l u s c a  o f  A n d ro s  
Island , which i s  said b y  natives 
to inhabi t inland lakes and t o  
gr a b  unwary p assersb y  w i t h  
st rong tent acles wi t h  suckers , 
might be a mythified representa­
t ion of t he giant squ i d .  Dr. 
Wright proposed that such squid 
m ight move t hrough underwater 
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c a v e r ns--containing br ackish 
water--and then surface momen­
tarily through the inland blue 
holes. Although Dr . Wr ight had 
tr ained B r itish com m andos in 
d i v i ng techni ques a t  And r os 
I sland dur ing the war , he had 
not hea rd of the gi ant octopus 
r ep o r ts .  W h en th ese we r e  
brought to his attention , he 
agreed that the gi ant octopus , 
rather th an the gi ant squi d ,  
might better account for the 
lusca myth. 

In 19 5 7 , about a year after 
his visit to Gr and B ah a m a ,  M r .  
Woo d  w a s  perus i ng so m e  old 
M a r ineland Lab files when he 
ch anced upon a n  old a r t i cle 
a b out the 1 8 9 6  f i nd at S t .  
Augustine , just 1 6  miles from 
his lab. Intrigued , he tried to 
o bt a i n  m o r e  d et a i ls ,  but at 
first d rew a blank. F inally , 
after much effort , he was able 
to tr ack down the details. A 
l a r ge o r g a n i c  m a ss h a d  b een 
found w ashed asho r e  a t  S t .  
Augustine in Novem ber of 18 9 6 .  
Dr. DeWitt Webb ,  a physician and 
president of the local scienti­
fic society , investigated the 
matter and concluded th at the 
general configur ation of the 
mass established that it was an 

octopus. He took a number of 
photogr aphs. T he enti re m ass , 
partly bur ied in the sand , was 
2 1  feet in lengt h , and w a s  
thought t o  wei gh a bout 6 or 7 
tons. " I f  the eight a r ms held 
the proportions usually seen in 
smaller species of the octopus, 
they would have been at least 7 5  
to 10 0 feet in length , "  stated 
one a r t i cle in the New Y o r k  
Her ald in early 189 7 .  S uch an 
arm length could give a r ad i al 
spread of 2 0 0  feet , almost 10 
times that of the largest known 
species. 

The octopus i dentification 
was further supported when a Mr. 
Wilson infor med Dr . Web b  a few 
days later that he had uncovered 
parts of a r ms ( tentacles) when 
d i gging a round the body.  The 
largest reportedly measured over 
32 feet in length. 

Autumn 1985, Vol. 4, No. 3 

Another view of the St. Augustine carcass. Analyses of tissue preserved at the 
Smithsonian Institution indicates a probable octopus origin. 

Dr . Web b  wrote to sever al 
zoologists, which resulted in A. 
E. Ver r ill , a noted cephalopod 
expert at Yale University, pub­
lishing a scientific note naming 
the specimen Octopus gig anteus. 
Dr . Web b  also cut pieces from 
the specimen, which was periodi­
cally being washed out to sea 
and back aga in,  and preserved 
them.  Some tissue was sent to 
Dr . Ver r ill ,  who then retr acted 
his earlier identification, con­
clud ing that the ani m al was 
proba bly some sort of cetacean 
(nevertheless , his scientific 
name Octopus giganteus still has 
priority tod ay) , add ing , how­
ever , "I am unable to refer this 
immense, closed , pouch-like mass 
to any part of any known whale ,  
or , in fact , to any other ani­
mal . " 

Freder i c  Augustus Lucas , a 
compar ative anatomist at the 
National Museum (a large portion 
of the tissue had also been sent 
to William Healey Dale, curator 
of mollusks at the Museum) was 
more emph atic when wr iting in 
Science: "The substance looks 
like blub ber , and smells like 
blub b e r , a n d  i t  i s  b lu b b e r , 
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nothing more nor less." The 
S m i thsoni an speci men was then 
stored in the N ational Museum 
and forgotten--until M r .  Wood 
became interested in the case 60 
years later . 

M r .  Wood fi rst hea rd from 
Gil bert Voss , a squid  expert at 
the University of M i am i  Mar ine 
Laboratory,  that the St. Augus­
tine tissue was still preserved 
at the Smithsonian, and Mr. Wood 
m ade inqui r ies a bout obtaining 
access to it. I t  occur red to 
him that modern scientific tech­
niques , not existing b ack in 
18 9 6 ,  m ight shed light on the 
origin of the tissue. Harold A. 
Rehder , cur ator of mo 11 usks , 
allowed a sample of the pre­
served m ater i al to be taken , 
wh i c h  w as d one b y  J oseph F .  
Genna ro , J r . , a cell b i ologist 
at the University of Flor i d a ,  
who h a d  become interested in 
analyzing the tissue while work­
ing on Atlantic octopus at the 
M a r ineland Lab and befriending 
M r .  Wood.  

Dr.  Reh d e r  also p r ov i de d  
copies o f  extensive cor respon­
d ence b etween D r . D a ll ( h i s  



The ISC Newsletter 

Joseph Gennaro, a cell biologist who 
analyzed the St. Augustine tissue. 

predecessor) and Dr. Web b ,  in 
which the latter continued to 
insist that the anim al was an 
octopus of enormous size. ( It 
should be noted that neither Dr. 
Verrill nor Dr. Dall--nor any 
other professional z oologist-­
ever went to Florida to examine 
the carcass first-hand.) 

B ack in his la bor atory ,  Dr. 
Gennaro prepared the tissue for 
histological analysis. The plan 
was to compare its cellular 
structure with that of squid and 
known octopus. Unfortunately , 
cellular structure was no longer 
visible , so Dr. Gennaro decided 
to compare connective tissue 
under polarized light. He con­
cluded that the tissue was not 
wh ale blubber. "Further ,"� 
wrote , "the connective-tissue 
pattern was that of broad bands 
in the plane of the section with 
equally broad bands arranged 
perpendicularly , a structure 
similar to , if not identical 
with , that in my octopus sample. 
The evidence appears unmistak­
able that the St. Augustine sea 
monster was in fact an octopus, 
but the implications are fantas­
tic." Further background and 
details on the case may be found 
in a n  article b y  W o o d  a n d  
Gennaro entitled "An Octopus 

Trilogy ," in Natural History, 
Vol. 5 3 ( 3 ) ,  M arch 19 7 1 , and Roy 
Mackal's book Searching for Hid­
den Animals (Doubleday, 1980). 

Despite Dr. Genn a ro's re­
sults , the existence of a giant 
octopus is not widely accepted 
in the zoological world--nor is 
the claim even widely known. No 
further physical evidence has 
come to lig h t , but Wood a n d  
Gennaro ( both mem bers of the 
Board of Directors of the Soci­
ety) are still hopeful. Mr. 
Wood , now with the Biosciences 
Department at the U.S. N aval 
Ocean Systems Center , iqr�t S an 
Diego , has proposed the con­
struction of a giant version of 
the Mediterranean fisher m an's 
octopus pot , which could be 
1 owered at 1 ike 1 y 1 oca tions , 
such as the Tongue of the Ocean. 
Dr. Gennaro , now with the Biol­
ogy Department of New York Uni­
versity, hopes that other, more 
sophisticated biochemical anal­
yses will lend support to his 
original conclusion, and he has 
teamed up with Roy Mackal. 

Gennaro and Mackal have con­
ducted further histological and 
amino acid analyses on the St.  
Augustine tissue , as well as on 
control samples from known octo­
pus, squid , and cetaceans. Among 
other things , they have found 
that amino acid composition of 
the St. Augustine tissue differs 
significantly f r o m  the non­
octopus tissues, showing a very 
high proportion of glycine. The 
St. Augustine's material also 
appears to be m ainly collagen , 
which tends to support a cepha­
lopod origin. The next step , 
Dr. Mackal hopes, will be immu­
nologic al r esponse analysis , 
which can place a subject organ­
ism in a relative evolutionary 
scale and determine its zoologi­
cal affinities. 

The E ditor met with sever al 
I SC mem bers during a visit to 
the N ational M useum of N atur al 
History last sum mer , including 
Clyde Roper , Ch air m an of the 
Department of Invertebrate Zool­
ogy , and J ames Mead , a m arine 
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mammalogist. Like their Smith­
sonian predecessors , they both 
hold the opinion that the St.  
Augustine animal was probably a 
cetacean after all ,  although 
they have not yet h a d  an oppor­
tunity to study the new Gennaro­
Mackal results, which hopefully 
will be published before long. 
Dr. Roper , a cephalopod expert , 
also expressed the opinion, how­
ever , that there proba bly are 
giant octopuses in deep marine 
environments , and he was very 
interested in the Bermuda inci­
dents. 

M r. I ngh a m , t h e  B erm ud an 
fisherman, has lost a great deal 
of money and time--and crabs--to 
what N atural History m aga zine 
once c a lled t h e  " S t u pefying 
Colossus of t h e  Deep." But 
cryptozoology has been enriched 
by his loss , and per haps one 
d ay ,  as h appened with the giant 
squid , system atic zoology will 
be enriched by the addition of 
the giant octopus to its inven­
tories . 0 

1986 MEETING 
Members are reminded of the 

J une 14 Membership Meeting , to 
be held in the Dor a  DeLee Room , 
Billings Hospital, University of 
Chicago. T he meeting will run 
f rom 9: 0 0  a.m. until about 5: 0 0  
p. m. ,  and will commence with a 
social hour .  Several illus­
trated talks will be given. The 
meeting is being hosted by Board 
member Leigh Van Valen , of the 
Department of Biology. Organiz­
ing is being done by I SC Vice­
President Roy M ackal,  also at 
Chicago. Members wishing more 
detailed inform ation m ay call 
D r . M ac k a l  a t  t h e  f ollowing 
telephone n u m b e r s: o f f ice , 
( 3 12) 962-34 16; home, ( 3 12) 238-
6 5 16 .  Neither Dr. M ackal nor 
the Society is a r r anging for 
hotel accommodations for out-of­
town members, who are requested 
to make their own arrangements. 
Members in the Midwest will 
receive a reminder notice with a 
more detailed program about one 
month before the meeting. o 
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ICSEB III CRYPTOZOOLOGY SYMPOSIUM 

The Internat ional Society of 
Cryptozoology sponsored a one­
day symposium ent itled: "Cryp­
t o z oology : T h e  S e arch for 
Unknown or Supposedly Ext inct 
Animals," which was held on July 
7 ,  198 5 ,  as p art of t he general 
symposia of the I I I  Internation­
al Congress of System a t ic and 
Evolu t i onary B i ology ( I C S E B  
I I I ). The Congress , hosted by 
the Universi ty of Sussex , in 
Brighton, England , ran from July 
4-10 ,  and at tracted zoologists,  
bo t a ni s t s ,  and evolu t i onists 
from all over the world. 

The Sym posium , organi zed by 
I SC Secret ary J .  Richard Green­
well, was chaired by David Hep­
pell , a cura t or of mollusca a t  
t he Royal Sco t t ish Museum , in 
Edinburgh. The proceedings were 
d ivided into two general ses­
s i ons , t he morn i ng sess i on , 
dealing with theoretical topics, 
and the afternoon session, deal­
ing wi th more specific areas of 
cryptozoology . 

The morning session began 
wi t h  Ch airm an Hep pell 's Intro­
ductory Remarks, which included 
a d iscussion of " pseudo-conch­
ology , "  and which set the t one 
for the rest of t he Sym posium . 
The first presen t a t ion was by 
I SC Presi dent Bernard Heuvel­
mans, a French mammalogist , who 
discussed "Spli tt ing vs. Lumping 
in Systemat ic Zoology and Cryp­
t o z oology . "  Dr . Heuvelm a ns 
sta ted t h a t  unknown (or incom­
pletely known) species become 
mythicized , and are then classi­
fied in terms of the few mythi­
cal archetypes they seem to fi t 
best. This results in a lumping 
toget her of z oologically unre­
la ted--or at least not closely 
rela t ed--forms. Exam ples of 
such instances in the cryptozoo­
logical li terature were given ,  
and Dr. Heuvelmans proposed that 
at  least provisional spli t ting­
up of app aren tly si m i lar forms 
is warranted when undert aking 
cryptozoological analyses. 

The second presen t a t i on was 
by Richard Greenwell, who spoke 
on "A Classificatory System for 
Cry p t ozoology." Mr. Greenwell 
first reviewed various defi­
ni t ions of cryp tozoology , and 
presented his own proposed defi­
ni tion. He then presented a new 
classifica t ory system , contain­
ing seven ca t egories ,  wh ich he 
sugges t e d  c o u l d  b e  used b y  
researchers, scholars, and even 
cri t i cs , i n  ord er t o  red uce 
subjec t ivi t y  and more specif­
ically define the parameters of 
cryptozoology. Examples of both 
historical precedents and cur­
rent claims were given for each 
cat egory. ( An art icle b ased on 
Mr. Greenwell's Brighton address 
has jus t  a p peared in the 19 8 5  
issue [ Vol. 4 ]  of Cryptozool­
.£81..) 

The final talk in the morning 
session was by Piotr Klafkowski , 
a P o l i sh l i ngu i s t  curren t ly 
resid ing in Oslo , Norway , who 
specializes in obscure, unwrit­
t en ,  and vanishing_languages. 
Dr. Klafkowski spoke on "The 
Case for a Linguist ic Component 
in Cryp t o z oology," during which 
he described how the ext inction 
of languages oft en occurs-- in 
unison wi t h  the destruc t i on of 
habitat and species--before they 
can be descri bed and st udied . 
He st a t ed t h a t  cryptozoological 
d a t a  can be g a t hered from van­
ishing languages , both in t he 
field and in t he li brary , and 
that linguistic analysis of such 
data can provide clues for plan­
ning cryptozoological fieldwork. 
Dr. Klafkowski also suggest ed 
the establishment of a "linguis­
t i c  inform a t ion bank" wi t hin 
cryptozoology . 

The afternoon session began 
with a paper by I SC Vice Presi­
den t  Roy M ackal,  a biochemist 
and zoologist at the University 
of Ch icago , and Joseph Gennaro , 
Jr. , a cell b i ologist a t  New 
York University. As Dr. Gennaro 
w a s  n o t  p resen t ,  t he tal k , 
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Piotr Klafkoski, a Polish linguist, speak­
ing at the ICSEB III Cryptozoology 
Symposium. 

entitled '�istological and Amino 
Acid Analyses of Octopus gigan­
t eus ·Tissue , "  was given by Dr. 
Mackal. Preserved t issue from a 
supposed giant octopus (see lead 
art icle , t his issue) had been 
subjected to histological and 
amino acid ana lyses , t oget her 
with control tissues from other 
marine animals, including belu­
ga , known octopus , and known 
squi d .  Microgra phs of t issue 
sam ples m ade wi t h  d ark field 
polari zed light i llu m i n a t i on 
est a blished t h a t  t he supposed 
g i a n t  oc t o p us t i ssue i s , i n  
fact , most si m ilar t o  oct opus 
t issue. The amino acid composi­
tion differs significantly from 
all o t her speci mens , showing a 
very high percent age of glycine, 
and comparisons wi th known pro­
t eins suggest t h a t  t he Octopus 
giganteus tissue is mainly col­
lagen . 

T h e  second p a p er ,  "Fossil 
Ungulates in the Archaeological 
Record ," was by Christine Janis, 
a paleomammalogist at Brown Uni­
versi t y  in Provi dence , Rhode 
Island. Unfortunately, Dr. Janis 
was unable, after all, to attend 
t he Congress , despi te t he fact 
t h a t  s h e  w a s  ch a i r person of 
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Morning panel discussion at the ICSEB Ill Cryptozoology Symposium. 
Left to right: David Heppell, Bernard Heuvelmans, Richard 
Greenwell, Roy Mackal, Grover Krantz, and Piotr Klafkowski. 

another ICS EB symposium , "Com­
parative and Paleontolog i c a l  
Approaches t o  M a m malian Behav­
ioural Ecology , "  so her paper 
was read by her colleague Kathy 
Scott, from Rutgers University, 
w h o  was i n  a tten d ance. Dr . 
J anis' p aper proposed that a 
number of ungulates represented 
in the Plio-Pleistocene fossil 
record m ay have survived into 
historical times ,  and m ay be 
d e p i cte d in a rch a eolog i c a l  
relics and artwork. Her exam­
ples were possible sivatheres in 
Mediterranean sculpture, a pos­
sible chalicothere in the Siber­
i an frozen tom bs , a possible 
giant aquatic hyrax in a Chinese 
sculpture, and a possible deino­
there d e p i cted on a C h i nese 
carpet . 

The next presentation was by 
Helmut Hemmer, a mammalogist at 
the Joh annes Gutenberg Univers­
ity of Mainz , West Germany. Dr. 
Hem mer ,  a speci alist in large 
cats , proposed that the long­
reported pu m a - l i k e  On z a  of 
northwestern Mexico could in­
volve the persi stence of a 
recently described North Ameri­
c a n  P l e i s t o c e n e  c h e et a h , 
Acinonyx trum ani , into modern 
times. Onzas have been reported 
as d i st i nct fro m pum a s a n d  
jaguars for centuries, although 
z oolog ists h a v e  g en e r a l l y  
ignored the reports , assuming 
ordinary pum as to be involved . 
Dr. Hemmer expressed the hope 
that further work might uncover 
evi dence which could establish 

the living presence of such a 
fossil cheetah in Mexico. 

Mr. Greenwell was invited to 
give an upd ate on the case , and 
he reported that he had located 
Robert Marshall, the person who 
had investigated the Onz a  in the 
1950's, and Dale Lee, the famous 
guide and hunter who had shot an 
Onza in 1938--both now living in 
Tucson, Arizona. Mr. Greenwell 
stated that a search was under 
way for the skull �f the 19 3 8  
cat, which may have been depos­
ited in a museum , and that new 
Onz a  skulls believed to be in 
Mexico will also be examined. 

The last presentation was by 
G rover K r a nt z , a phys i c a l  
anthropologist a t  W as h i ngton 
State University , in Pullm an, 
who spoke on "A Species N amed 
From Footprints. "  Dr. Krantz 
proposed that the Plio-Pleisto­
cene fossil pri m ate G i ganto­
pithecus blacki , described orig­
inally from three jawbones and 
about 1 , 0 0 0  teeth , is repre­
sented in modern ti mes by the 
supposed Sasquatch or Bigfoot of 
North America. I n  effect , Dr. 
Krantz proposed an extension of 
the description and nam i ng of 
Gigantopithecus to S asquatch , 
b ased on eyewitness sightings 
a n d  other e v i d ence , such a s  
footprints and their casts. Dr. 
Krantz' talk aroused consi der­
a ble interest in the Congress , 
as well as some criticism , par­
ticularly from officers of the 
International Commission of Zoo-
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logical Nomenclature who were 
present. To carry any validity, 
one critic observed , Dr. Krantz 
woul d h a ve to p u b l i s h  h i s  
description of Sasquatch, which 
Dr. Krantz later stated he would 
do (the description is to appear 
in Northwest Anthropological Re­
search Notes, and the Newsletter 
will discuss the article when it 
appears) . 

Each presentation was fol­
lowed by a question and answer 
session , to allow attendees to 
ad dress specific questions to­
the speakers, and many interest­
ing debates resulted from such 
interactions. In addition, both 
morning and afternoon sessions 
ended with panel d iscussions 
bet�een the speakers and the 
aud ience , and further lively 
debates ensued as a result. The 
aud ience was composed of I SC 
members and other biologists who 
were attending the Congress. 

The Brighton Symposium gave 
s o m e  B r i t i sh I S C m e m b ers a 
chance to meet with colleagues 
from other countries. Besi des 
being the first such meeting 
ever held in Britain, it was the 
first ti me cryptozoology had 
been specifically addressed as 
part of a m ajor international 
scientific conference. Such an 
event was only possi ble ,  m any 
felt , because a formal society 
now exists through which such 
interactions can be sti mulated 
and funneled .  I n  subsequent 
correspondence with Mr. Green­
well , B arry Cox , a z oologist at 
K ing's College and Chairm an of 
the ICSEB I I I  Steering Com mit­
tee , expressed h is pleasure at 
having the Society hold a sympo­
sium as part of the I C S E B  I I I , 
and that the Symposium had been 
a success. 

Besides the Symposium itself, 
participants also attended other 
Congress functions and events , 
such as a Zoology Dinner , and a 
special one-d ay visit to Down 
House , Charles Darwin's ances­
tral home in Kent. ICSEB IV is 
now scheduled for 19 9 0  at the 
University of Maryland. 0 
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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 
With the publication o f  the 

present newsletter , only one 
issue ( W inter) is overdue from 
1985.  This last 1985 newsletter 
is now in production, and should 
be m ailed within 3 0  d ays a f ter 
the mailing of the present one. 
The Spring , 19 8 6 ,  issue will 
appear about June. 

In the meantime, all members 
should have received the 19 8 5  
journal. Members may renew for 
19 8 6  using the return/renewal 
envelope contained in the jour­
nal's plastic mai  1 ing cover , or 
the one conta ined in the last 
19 8 5  newsletter now in produc­
tion. Membership remains at $2 5 
a ye a r ,  wh ich i nclu d e s  the 
receipt of four quarterly news­
letters and one annual journal. 

Mem bers are rem inded o f  the 

NEWS&NOTES 

News and Notes is a regular 
column which carries brief news 
capsules o f  cryptozoological 
interest. Readers are encour­
aged to send in suitable items 
for possible use in the column. 

Ugliness Bestows Honor. New 
species are being f ound all the 
time, particularly insects. New 
genera so meti mes also come to 
light, and , more rarely , new 
families (sometimes only repre­
sented by one genus and spe­
cies). A new order of organisms 
would be very signi ficant, and a 
new class (like the fish or mam­
mals) truly phenomenal. W hat 
happened recently was even more 
dramatic, at least technically: 
a new phylum has been identified 
and descri bed . Phyla are the 
major subdivisions in the animal 
kingdom--under which classes are 
placed--and there are only 34 of 
them ( includ ing the phyla for 
all the vertebrates, the chord­
ata ). Only 3 4  until 19 8 3 ,  that 
is. Now there are 3 5. 

19 8 6  Membership Meeting , to be 
held i n  C h i c a go on J une 1 4 , 
19 8 6 .  Details appeared in the 
last newsletter. The meeting , 
to be held in the Dora DeLee 
Room of Billings Hospital, Uni­
versity of Chicago, will include 
several informal talks by I SC 
members. So far, the following 
speakers have been scheduled: 
Christine Janis (on the possible 
per s i stence i nto h i stori c a l  
ti m es o f  f o s s i l  ungula te s) , 
Grover K rantz (on a complete 
skull reconstruction of Giganto­
pithecus, which he proposes per­
s i sts to d a y  i n  the f o r m  o f  
S asquatch) ,  and Rich ard Green­
well (on the latest f ind ings on 
the Onz a ,  a puma-like Mexican 
cat which has been proposed as a 
possi ble living representative 
of the North American fossil 
cheetahs--see "ICSEB III Crypto-

The new organism representing 
this newly established phylum of 
Loricifera is called Nanaloricus 
mystic us. I t  i s  a m icroscopi ­
cally small animal that lives in 
marine sand and gravel on the 
ocean floor. The organism has a 
flexi ble and retracta ble tube 
for a mouth , a uni que f eature. 
Richard Kristensen, of the Uni­
versity of Copenhagen in Den­
mark, first found Nanloricus in 
19 7 5 ,  but lost it during a lab­
oratory mishap. He found larval 
f o r m s  i n  1 9 7 6 ,  and another 
adult , f i nally , in France in 
19 8 2 , from gravel from a depth 
of 30 meters. The serendipitous 
f ind resulted when he was in a 
hurry a n d  h a d  to r i n se the 
gravel with fresh water, instead 
of using norm al , soph isticated 
methods. The method "osmotical­
ly shocked" the organism, forc­
ing it to loosen its grip on the 
sand particle. Finding by acci­
dent that this technique worked , 
Kri stensen obtained a second 
specimen--of a different species 
--in Greenland. 

Kri stensen then teamed up 
with Robert Higgins, at the U.S. 
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zoology Symposium ," elsewhere in 
this i ssue). 

T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  I S C 
Membership Meeting being held in 
the U . S .  M i dwest , and we hope 
m any M i dwestern members will 
wish to attend . There i s  no 
admission fee. The meeting will 
com mence at 9: 0 0  a . m .  with a 
soc i a l  h our , d u r i ng wh i ch 
members can meet and .get to 
know one another. T h i s  will be 
f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  v a r i o u s  
presentations , and time will 
also be allocated for members to 
give their own views concerning 
general o r  speci f i c top i cs 
concerning cryptozoology . 

I look forward to seeing many 
o f  you in Chicago on June 14 , 
a n d  p a rt i c i p a t i ng i n  so m e  
stimulating discussions . 

J. Richard Greenwell 
Editor 

National Museum in Washington, 
D.C. , who had f irst predicted 
the existence of the organism in 
19 6 1, and actually found a lar­
val form of one in 19 7 4  without 
reali z ing it ( it is now recog­
nized as a new species , genus , 
and possi bly f am ily with in the 
new phylum). Finally , in 198 3 ,  
the two researchers f ound sev­
eral adult organisms o f f  the 
Florida coast. Although Higgins 
missed out on the discovery, the 
larv al form has been named in 
his honor (Higgins-Larva) , about 
which he commented: "I am very 
pleased , o f  course , even though 
it is such an ugly creature." 
It is only the third time in the 
2 0th century that a new phylum 
has had to be erected to accom­
modate a newly discovered organ­
ism .  

S teller I dea. From ti me to 
time, unconfirmed reports reach 
the West concerning sightings by 
crewmen of Soviet fishing trawl­
ers of  what m i ght be Steller's 
sea cow (Hydrodamalis gigas), a 
large marine mammal decimated by 
wh alers in the 18th century , 
soon after the species was dis-
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covered in the Bering Sea. Only 
two other Sirenians survive--the 
manatee and the dugong--and the 
discovery of any surviving Stel­
ler's sea cows would be a phe­
nomenal cryptozoological event. 

A new ( 19 8 4 )  I zvesti a report 
d i scusses physi c i st Anatoly 
Shkunkov's search for the animal 
in an area off of Ka mchatka , 
where a biologist previously 
reported observing a marine mam­
m a l rese m b l i ng the exti nct 
Sirenian. Shkunkov surveyed the 
area with hydroacoustic equip­
ment , but found no sea cows , 
wh i c h , he conclu d e d , "could 
hardly survive in such condi­
tions." Nevertheless , all pos­
s i b i li t i es ,  h owever remote , 
"should be checked out," he told 
Soviet correspondent A .  Pushkar. 

Beer B ait. In J an u a ry of 
19 8 5 ,  Scotsman B ill Grant left 
on his fifth exped ition to the 
Himalayas, after announcing his 
planned attempt to lure a Yeti 
with buckets of British beer-­
brand unnamed . " I 'm convinced 
it [ the Yeti ] ex ists ," he told 
reporters as he left London's 
Heathrow Airport for K atm andu,  
"but you cannot carry on with 
this forever." Grant was re­
portedly to be accompanied by a 
Germ an photographer and five 
S herpa ass ist ants. He was 
joi ned i n  e a rly F e b ru a ry by 
American John Leslie, a Bingham­
ton, New York, radio broadcast­
er. Leslie stated that the Yeti 
"might 1 i ke a choice , so I wi 11 
bring along some Genesee. "  No 
further news has been received 
by the I SC Secretariat concern­
ing the outcome of the exped i­
tion . 

Reports from Nepal in 19 8 4  
h a d  already revealed problems 
created by an increased flow of 
tourists, mountaineers, and Yeti 
seekers--despite "substanti al 
increases in cli mb ing fees." A 
Dutch cli m bing tea m  reportedly 
lod ge d  a c o m pl a i nt over the 
presence of a Nepalese police 
team sent to Mount Everest to 
clean up after previous expedi­
tions . 

Monstrous Promotion. Indian 
legend s  of a " m onster" i n  
W allowa Lake , in northeastern 
Oregon , pred ate the arrival of 
wh i te settlers . One legen d 
talks of a brave and a princess 
swallowed whole by the monster-­
canoe and all. Nineteenth and 
2 0th century sightings describe 
a 3 0 - 100-foot-long "serpent , "  
b u t  n o t  m uch else is kn own . 
S ince 19 8 2 , however , all th at 
has been changing. The Wallowa 
County Ch a m ber of Com m erce , 
anxious to extract more than the 
current daily per capita average 
of $7 spent by the 6 0 , 0 0 0  tour­
ists visiting Wallowa each year, 
is promoting " W ally" as a re­
gional attraction . 

The Monster Observation and 
Preservation Society ( MOPS )  has 
been created , and members get a 
life membership card and a mon­
ster T-shi rt for $8 . The only 
mem bersh ip requirement is to 
attend the annual autumn picnic, 
at which a "sacrificial maiden" 
is offered to the monster should 
it appear. Most locals th ink 
the "monster" is just a myth , 
or, at most , a giant sturgeon , 
but some witnesses take the 
m a tt e r  se r i o u s l y . M a r ge 
Cranmer , previously a skeptic ,  
cla i med a sighting on June 3 0 ,  
1982. She described it as being 
50 feet long and as having seven 
humps. "Nobody can tell me what 
I saw was a sturgeon," she said. 
"Now I'm sure 1 o t s of p eo p 1 e 
h a ve seen the cre ature , but 
don't want to admit it. But I'm 
tough . "  

On the Beach. Iceland has a 
long history and lore of mon­
sters , and tales of monsters in 
Lake Kleifarvatn, 20 miles south 
of the capital , Reykjavi k ,  go 
b a ck centuri es . I n  wh a t  i s  
claimed to be the first reliable 
eyewitness report from the lake, 
wh ich sits at an altitude of 
almost 5 0 0  feet , two Icelandic 
b ird hunters observed two un­
identified animals "playing" on 
the la ke's beach in November of 
19 8 4 .  The witnesses , Julius 
Asgeirsson and Olafur Olafsson, 
watched the ani m als leave the 
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water and then return again. 
"At fi rst , we thought they were 
rocks,  but as they started to 
move we had the surprise of our 
1 i ves , "  sa i d  Asgei rsson. "They 
were larger than horses , they 
moved about like dogs, but swam 
like seals. We have never seen 
anything like th is before , and 
at first we were reluctant to 
tell anyone , "  he added . "We 
feared people would th ink we 
were crazy . "  

The observers were reportedly 
"a few hundred yards" from the 
ani m als , and they later found 
footprints larger than those of 
horses; they were split, as with 
cloven-hooved animals, but with 
two clefts instead of one. Lake 
Kleifarvatn is known to be rich 
in f i sh a n d  b i r d  l i fe , but 
reportedly has no river feeding 
into it . 

No further details have been 
made ava ila ble to the Society , 
other than the comment by Ice­
land ic biologist Helgi Hall­
grimsson, who stated: "So many 
trustworthy people tell of 
strange natural occurrences in 
Iceland wh ich we cannot iden­
t i fy , but I am certa in th at 
there is more in nature than we 
know." Readers are invited to 
propose what kind of ani m als-­
known or unknown to science--may 
have been seen th at day on the 
beach . o 

"Common sense • • •  has the very 
curious property of being more 
correct retrospectively than 
prospectively . It seems to be 
that one of the principal cri­
teria to be applied to success­
ful science is that its results 
are almost always obvious retro­
spectively; unfortunately, they 
seldom are prospectively. Com­
mon sense provides a kind of 
ultimate valid ation after 
science has completed its work; 
it seldom anticipates what 
science is going to discover . "  

Russell Lincoln Ackoff 
Decision-Making in National 
Science Policy 
Churchill, London , 1968 . 
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CRYPTOLET I ERS 

The Editor welcomes letters 
from readers on any topic re­
lated to cryptozo ology, b ut 
reserves the right to shorten 
them or to make slight changes 
to improve style and clarity, 
but not meaning. 

To the Editor: 

I have been rea ding vari ous 
books and articles on the sub­
ject of Sasquatch (Bigfoot), and 
there is one aspect that I feel 
h a s  not been touched upon 
strongly enough. 

There are some major physical 
aspects of S asquatch th at have 
been stud ied in deta il (foot­
prints , photograph y ,  etc.) , but 
what about the question of odor? 
Many cases report an overpower­
ing stench which can be noticed 
from quite a d istance. What 
could be the reason for this 
stench or smell , and could th is 
body odor reveal something very 
ch aracteristic of the creature 
itself? Could this odor reveal 
something of its food source or 
home range? 

Ken Purcell 
Chicago , Illinois ,  U . S . A .  

To the Editor: 

I once mentioned to a friend 
the existence of a small ,  but 
growing group of people inter­
este d in bri d g i ng the g a p  
between myth and reality i n  the 
search for "hidden animals." At 
the time, we wondered whether it 
might not be in everyone's best 
interest to si mply leave myths 
just the way they are: legends, 
tales , and stories that have 
been bantered about for years , 
to the enjoyment of some as 
fa iry tales , and to others as a 
reminder that we do not know all 
there is to know about nature. 
To become complacent and satis­
fied with the status quo , how­
ever, would be contrary to the 
forces that have brought our 

c i v i l i z a t i on to where i t  i s  
today . 

I believe there is evi dence 
of an increasing awareness on 
the part of the public to the 
possi ble existence of at least 
some of these "myths." Though 
th is m ay well result in a d d i ­
t i on a l  ho axes , i t  w i ll also 
increase the ch ance of irrefu­
ta ble evi dence being obta ined 
b ec a use t here w i ll be more 
people on the lookout. 

I ,  for one , hope that the 
evi dence is conclusively posi­
tive for their existence , and 
th at "they" will then be pro­
t e c t e d f r o m a n y  furt h e r  
encroachment b y  the m asses of 
humanity, as New York State has 
done , and Vermont apparently 
intends to d o ,  in the case of 
Champ . 

Please keep the inform ation 
flowing. I look foward to future 
reports and evidence from around 
the world. 

John B .  Cleary 
New York , New York , U . S . A .  

Both chambers of the New York 
State Legislature (the House and 
the Assembly) and the Vermont 
House have passed legislative 
resolutions "recognizing" the 
existence of Champ, and calling 
for "its" protection. These 
resolutions, however, do not 
actually provide legal protec­
tion to the supposed large 
unknown animals in Lake Cham­
plain.--Editor 

To the Editor: 

W h i le reflecting on the 
recent Membership Meeting in San 
D i ego , wh i ch m y  wife a n d  I 
attended , a thought occurred to 
me concerning the evidence re­
quired in the field of crypto­
zoology . 

It is generally assumed that 
evidence which is not now known 
must be found in order to help 
est a b l i s h  a crypto- a n i m a l's 
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existence. However, after l is­
tening to Roy Mackal and Forrest 
Wood concerning the analyses of 
a 90-year-old sample of Octopus 
gig anteus tissue , which indeed 
now appears to be octopus tissue 
after all , I was struck with 
this thought: 

How much evidence (of what­
ever type) is either now "lost" 
or unav a i l a ble to public ( i .e. , 
scientific) survey? How much of 
this evi dence is in the cellars 
of museums and in private col ­
lecti ons? W i th new testing 
procedures available, quite sur­
p r i s i n g r e s u l t s  m i g h t  b e  
obtained b y  a reevaluation of 
previously examined evidence. 

W h at seems to be needed is a 
cataloguing--by someone--of both 
once-known evidence wh ich h as 
been lost, and evidence which is 
under private control; sort of 
an ISC "most wanted" list. 

A perfect exa m ple of the 
second category is G .  E .  Tay­
lor's ( 19 3 8 )  16 m m  color fi l m  
showing a large ani m al on the 
surf ace of Loch Ness. However , 
according to M ackal ( The Mon­
sters of Loch Ness , Swallow 
Press , Chicago , 19 7 6 ) th is film 
"has been exc l usivel y  in the 
hands of Maurice Burton," and no 
recent at tempts have been suc­
cessful in screening this film, 
let alone subjecting it to legi­
ti m ate i m age-enh ancing tech­
ni ques. W hile Dr. Burton cer­
tainly has the right to control 
this film wh ile he li ves ( he 
will be 88 years old this year), 
control of this film will almost 
certainly pass to the executor 
of his estate at some future 
t i m e .  Every l a wful effort 
should then be m ade to secure 
access to this film.  Perh aps 
our British members , such as 
David James, or Sir Peter Scott, 
could be of assistance. 

In conclusion , while "new" 
evidence must always be sought, 
securing "lost" or "unavailable" 
evidence must not be neglected. 

Bruce Rivera 
Seal Beach , California , U . S . A .  
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WOOD'S ANIMAL FACTS 
The t a l l es t  l iving animal is  

t h e  gi r a f f e  (Giraffa  came l opar­
d i s ) , which i s  c l o s e l y  as s o­
ciated with the .scat tered acacia 
and t h o r ny b u s h  g r o w t h  of t h e  
d r y o p e n p l a i n s  o f  t r o p i c a l  
Africa . 

T h e r e  a r e  n i n e  r e c ogni z e d  
r a c e s  • • •  t h e  t a l l e s t  a r e  t h e  
M a s a i  g i r a f f e  ( G i r a f f a  C .  
t ippe l ski rchi ) o f  T an z an i a  and 
S o u t h  K e ny a ,  and the C a p e  or  
southern gi r a f f e  ( G i r a f f a  C .  
c apens i s )  o f  s o u t h w e s t  Af r i c� 
In both sub-species , adu l t  bul l s  
a v e r a g e  17 f t . ,  4 . 5  in.  ( 5 . 3  m . )  
in a n o r m a l s t anding p o s i t i on 
( t i p  o f  t h e  f o reh oo f t o  b a s e  o f  
horn) , and weigh about 2 ,646 l b. 
( 1 , 2 0 0  k g . ) .  A d u l t  c o w s  a r e  
m u c h  s m a l l e r  and l i gh t e r  in 
b ui l d ,  aver aging 14 f t . ,  5.5 in.  
(4.4 m.)  in height , and weighing 
a b o u t  1 , 2 5 0 l b . ( 5 6 7  kg. ) .  

T h e  g r e a t e s t  m e a s u r e m e n t  
r e c o r d e d  f o r  a g i r a f f e  b e t w een 
pegs is 19 f t . ,  3 in.  ( 5 . 8 7  m . )  
(standing height of  about 19 f t .  
[ 5 . 8  m . ] )  f o r  a M a s a i  b u l l s h o t  
by  C o s w e l l  in  K eny a ,  but  t h i s  
ext reme figure may have inc l uded 
t h e  h o r n s  as w e l l  ( l en g t h  6 - 9  
i n .  [ 15- 2 3  e m . ] ) . I t  w a s  thus 4 
f t .  ( 1 . 2 2  m . )  t a l l e r  t h a n  a 
London doubl e-d ecker  bus . This  
ani m a l  w a s  n o t  w e i ghed piece­
me a l , b u t  i t  p r o bab l y  s c a l ed at  
l e a s t  3 , 6 3 8  l b . ( 1 , 6 5 0 k g . ) .  
Ano t he r  bu l l  o f  t h e  s am e  r a c e  
a l s o sho t in  K enya m e a s ur e d  19 
f t .  ( 5 . 8  m . ) .  The t a l l e s t  C a p e  
gi r a f f e  on r e c o r d  w a s  a bu l l  
co l l ec t ed by Henry Bryden which 
m e a s u r e d  18 f t . ,  11. 5 in. ( 5 . 7 8  
m. ) .  T h i s  s p e c i m en w a s  l a t e r  
mounted to the same height , and 
p u t  on d i s p l a y in the  Am e r i c an 
M u s eum o f  N a t u r a l  Hi s t o r y , N e w  
York . 
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T h e  g r e a t e s t  m e a s u r e m e n t  
r e c o r d e d f o r  a c o w  g i r a f f e  
b e t w een pegs  i s  1 6  f t . ,  10 in.  
( 5 .13 m . )  for a m a t r i a r ch shot 
by Hen ry Bryden in the d e s e r t  
country near the Bot let li  River , 
Ngami l and , in 1917. The tal l est 
g i r a f f e  ever he l d  in c a p t i v i t y  
w a s  a M a s a i  b u l l c a l l e d 
"George ," who arrived at Chester 
Z o o  [ E n g l a n d ] o n  J a n u a r y  8 ,  
1 9 5 9 ,  f r o m  K enya when he w a s  an 
est imated 18 months o l d. At the 
age of 6 y e a r s  he  m e a s u r ed 1 8  
f t .  ( 5 . 4 9  m . ) ,  a n d  w h e n  h e  
stopped growing a year l at er his 
horns al most brushed the roof of 
t h e  20-f t .  ( 6 .1 m . )  h i gh G i r a f f e  
H o u s e .  H e  d i e d  o n  J u l y  2 2 ,  
1969 . 
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